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RELATING TO FILIPINO VETERANS BURIAL ASSISTANCE 

 House Bill (H.B.) No. 378 appropriates $100,000 in general funds for FY 20 and 

for FY 21 for burial grants for qualified Filipino-American World War II veterans for 

funeral and burial services and for transportation of their remains to the Philippines.  

The bill also contains an unspecified lapse date where “funds appropriated and 

unencumbered as of July 30, 2021, shall not lapse but shall remain available for the 

purpose of the Act.” 

 The Department of Budget and Finance appreciates the intent of this bill to 

provide burial grants for qualified Filipino-American World War II veterans; however, this 

bill may have problems with the lapsing of funds.  The Department of the Attorney 

General has opined that Article VII, Section 11, of the Hawaii State Constitution, 

provides that general funds may not be appropriated for a biennial appropriation with a 

lapse date more than one year beyond the biennial period.  Thus, the FY 20 and FY 21 

appropriations in H.B. No. 378 must lapse no later than June 30, 2022, which is one 

year beyond the close of the Fiscal Biennium 2020-21. 

 Thank you for your consideration of our comments. 

 









 

 
 

Testimony in Strong Support of HB 378 
Filipino Veterans Burial Assistance 

 
House Committee on Public Safety, Veterans & Military Affairs 

January 30, 2019 10:30 a.m. 
Hawai`i State Capitol, House Conference Room 430 

 
 
To:  Rep. Gregg Takayama, Chair 

   Rep. Cedric Asuega Gates, Vice Chair 
Members of House Committee on Public Safety, Veterans & Military Affairs 

 
From: Jake Manegdeg, President and Charlene Cuaresma, Vice President 
 Filipino American Citizens League 
 
Subject:  Appropriates funds for burial grants for qualifying Filipino-American World War II veterans 

to provide funeral and burial services and transportation of their remains to the Philippines.  
Requires funds for burial grants to not lapse to the general fund and remain available as 
needed. 

 
 
As Filipino American Citizens League president and vice president, we, Jake Manegdeg and Charlene 
Cuaresma, strongly support this bill.  The Filipino American Citizens League was formed over twenty 
years ago to contribute to the advancement of civil rights and social justice for minority groups, 
underserved populations, and vulnerable communities through education, advocacy, and social action. 
 
Provisions of this bill are important because the 1946 Rescission Act wrongly took away the full 
veterans benefits promised to our Filipino World War II veterans upon enlistment and completion of 
service to the U.S. Armed Forces. As a result of having family reunification withdrawn or delayed, a 
declining number of veterans are aging alone in destitute and desire to be buried in the Philippines.  
 
As a matter of parity with other WWII allied forces, we advocate for the dignity of our elderly 
veterans, who sacrificed for our country, by passing this bill. Thank you for hearing this bill and for 
the opportunity to offer our strong support.  
 
 
Very Sincerely, 

 
Jake Manegdeg and Charlene Cuaresma 
Filipino American Citizens League 

Jake Manegdeg, President and Charlene Cuaresma, Vice President 
c/o 728 Nunu Street, Honolulu, HI 96734 
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O`ahu County Committee on Legislative Priorities (OCCLP) 

 

 
COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY, VETERANS & MILITARY AFFAIRS 

Rep. Gregg Takayama, Chair 
Rep. Cedric Asuega Gates, Vice Chair 

 
DATE: Wednesday, January 30, 2019 

TIME: 10:30 a.m.  
PLACE: Conference Room 430 State Capitol 

 

RE: HB 378 Relating to Filipino Veterans Burial Assistance 
 

Aloha mai kakou Members of the House Committee on Public Safety, Veterans and Military 
Affairs: 
 

The O`ahu County Committee on Legislative Priorities (OCCLP) of the Democratic Party of 

Hawai`i (DPH) hereby submits its testimony in SUPPORT of HB 378 relating to Filipino Veterans 

Burial Assistance. 

 HB 378 appropriates funds for burial grants for qualifying Filipino American World War II 
veterans to provide funeral and burial services and transportation of their remains to the 
Philippines. HB 378 further requires that funds for burial grants to not lapse to the general fund 
and remain available as needed. 
 

Our country has a sacred, moral responsibility to keep faith with all our veterans and 
wounded warriors.  We must take are of those who have their lives on the line to defend us.  That 
is why we will push for more educational benefits and job training, end chronic homelessness 
and combat suicide, and protect and preserve the post-9/11 G.I. Bill for future generations.  We 
will also ensure that reservists and Guard members are treated fairly when it comes to 
employment health, education benefits, deployment, and reintegration.   

 
 DPH will fight for every veteran to have timely access to high-quality health care and 

timely processing of claims and appeals.  We must also look for more ways to make certain the 
VA provides veteran-centric care, such as providing women with full and equal treatment, 
including reproductive health services; expanding mental health programs; continuing effort to 
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HB-378 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 9:18:42 AM 
Testimony for PVM on 1/30/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Franz D. Juan 
The Filipino Community 

Center, Inc. 
Support No 

 
 
Comments:  





HB-378 
Submitted on: 1/25/2019 10:32:45 PM 
Testimony for PVM on 1/30/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mike Golojuch Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support HB378.  We need to honor our Filipino-American veterans who had 
been promised many things for their service during WWII, which were not always 
honored.  This is just a small repayment for their sacrifice.  

Please pass HB378. 

Michael Golojuch, Sr. Lt Col, USAF(Ret) 

 



HB-378 
Submitted on: 1/28/2019 8:15:02 AM 
Testimony for PVM on 1/30/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Carlos Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

It is important to support those who served and allow them to reach their final resting 
place without financial burdens placed on the family. 

 



HB-378 
Submitted on: 1/29/2019 12:39:51 PM 
Testimony for PVM on 1/30/2019 10:30:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization 
Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Mary ann  Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  



January 29, 2019 
 
 
The Honorable Rep. Gregg Takayama, Chair 
Public Safety, Veterans & Military Affairs Committee 
Hawaii State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street, Room 323 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
  
 
Dear Chair Takayama and members of the Committee: 
 
I am in strong support of House Bill 378 Relating to Filipino Veterans Burial Assistance which 
will be heard by the Public Safety, Veterans & Military Affairs Committee on January 30, 
2019.  
 
HB 378 appropriates funds for burial grants for qualifying Filipino-American World War II 
veterans to provide funeral and burial services and transportation of their remains to the 
Philippines. The bill also requires funds for burial grants to not lapse to the General Fund 
and remain available as needed. 
 
This bill is important because it establishes a stable and dedicated funding source for 
repatriation and burial costs for Filipino-American World War II veterans by appropriating 
funds to the State Office of Veterans Services for the provision of burial grants for Filipino-
American World War II veterans.  
 
Furthermore, any funds appropriated and unencumbered shall not lapse to the credit of the 
General Fund but shall remain available.  
 
The few remaining Filipino-American veterans of World War II in Hawaii are in their early to 
mid-90s. Decades ago as young men, they fought side-by-side with Americans in a war 
against aggression, yet ironically, they have been denied numerous promised benefits, 
including burial benefits.  
 
Since time is quickly running out, I respectfully ask that your committee pass this bill and 
take an important step in paying the dues owed by our country to these aging veterans.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
Xander Matteo Malasa 
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